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a great subject, and an important historical event, shall satisfy
the thoughts and feelings at once of the most and the least cul-
tivated of a popular audience, and then shall remain, when it
comes to be addressed through the press to the wider audience
of a nation, a monument of fame to the occasion and the
speaker, was what he had not hitherto undertaken.

!N"o occasion or subject, however, could have been presented
to Mr. "Webster better fitted to call forth his powers as an
orator, than the celebration, at the, end of two centuries, of the
first settlement of IsTew England. A child of 'New England
and her institutions, his nature was yet too large and compre-
hensive to permit him to present those institutions to the
world in any other light than that in which every observer of
human progress, and every admirer of human greatness, can
recognize what they have done for America and for mankind.
At 110 part of his life had he any-tendency to exalt one por-
tion of his country over another; nor did this occasion demand
of him any narrow and local spirit of boasting. It found in him
an intellect that could grasp the largest of the relations between
the foundation of the civil and religious polity of New England,
and the growth and expansion of the United States; which
could .describe without exaggeration, and yet with an epic
dignity, the peculiar effects of the colonization, planted from
England in America, on the knowledge, the sentiments, and
the prospects of civilization.1

11 deem this the appropriate place to   ment of express rule and precept, either

quote Mr. Webster's sentiments respect-   of church or state. That always makes

ing the personal characteristics of the   hypocrites and formalists; it leads men

early settlers of New England, as I find   to rely on mint and cummin. A man

them expressed in a letter to his nephew,   thought it an act of merit, if we may

Mr. Haddock, written in 1826 :                take the Iblue laws of Connecticut for

tc In regard to the moral character   authority, not to walk within ten feet of

generally of our ancestors, the settlers   Ma wife in their way to church; as some

of Now England, my opinion is, that they   people, nowadays, think it a merit to

possessed all the Christian virtues, but   restrain their daughters from a village

charity; and they seem never to have   dance; one is quite as sensible and as

doubted that they possessed that also,   much to do with religion as the other.

And nobody could accuse their system   Indeed, it is the universal tendency of

or their practice but of one vice, and   strong religious excitement, a tendency

that was religious hypocrisy, of which   of our infirm nature, growing out of our

they had an infusion, without ever being   weaknesses and our vices, to run into

sensible of it.                                         observances and make a strong merit of

" It necessarily resulted from, that   external acts. Our excellent ancestors
disposition which they cherished, of sub-   did not escape the influence of this pro-
jecting men's external conduct, in all   penalty; but they had so many other
particulars, to the influence and govern-   high and pure virtues, that this spot